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Subject: CAR847 

PT Study SOIL-58 [L62234] Open:  4/23/07 Close:  6/7/07 

 
ACZ received the results of ERA’s SOIL – 58 study.  Unacceptable results and corrective actions follow: 
 

 

Not Acceptable Results 
 

        Parameter  Method  Units Reported  Assigned     Limits  %R    WG# 
 
Methylene chloride 
 

 
 8260B 
  

 
 ug/kg 
  

 
   131 
  

 
    74.2 
  

 
37.6 – 108  
     

 
 177 

 
  224289 

  
 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
 

Methylene Chloride – Methylene chloride was analyzed by EPA 8260B and a value of 71.3 ug/Kg 
was reported, which was outside of the acceptance limits.  The CCV (118%), PBS (< MDL), LCSS 
(118%), and LCSSD (111%) for the workgroup are in control and no problems with the analytical 
system were noted.  Methylene is noted as a “difficult” compound for the method and is also 
recognized as a common laboratory contaminant.   
 

Two successive PT samples were analyzed for methylene chloride in soil.  L64268-04 
(QR080207A) was scheduled for analysis by EPA 8260B.  A result of 153 ug/Kg  was 
reported for methylene chloride, which is within the PT acceptance limits of 64.0 – 
198 ug/Kg.  L65282 (QR092507F) was scheduled for analysis by EPA 8260B.  A result 
of 183 ug/Kg was reported, which is within the PT acceptance limits of 74.9 – 231 
ug/Kg. 

 
ACZ’s semivolatiles lab is adjacent to the volatiles lab and is a potential source of methylene chloride 
contamination.  ACZ is currently making improvements to its air handling system, which should 
greatly improve air quality in both laboratories and help to reduce cross-contamination from volatile 
solvents.    

 
























